
Pre Surgical Care

You have made the commitment to surgery for your pet, the following are guidelines to help you 
prepare.  

  The week before

You may want to consider pre operative blood testing, to check your pet’s main organ functions, 
such as liver and kidney.  This will give an indication of general health, and will let us know if 
there is any impairment in these organs, as these are vital in the final expulsion of toxins from 
the anesthetic drugs. Further details on pre operative blood testing can be found on our 
resources page. 

  To prepare

Make sure you have everything you will need for after surgery, depending on the type of 
surgery your pet is having.

   Cage - Does your pet need cage rest – if so have you got one ready? Or do they 
  need to be confined to a room?

   Litter - Does your cat have the correct type of litter post surgery, or if they are 
  an outdoor cat do they have a litter tray at all?

   Bedding – does your dog or cat have the correct bedding, is it thick enough to pad 
  their wounds, and is it warm enough post surgery?

  Bowls - will your dog or cat need their bowls to be raised off the ground to make it 
  easier for them to eat?

   Other Pets – think about the interaction of your pets, if your other pets are 
  younger and more boisterous, should you prepare a separate resting area so the pet 
  having surgery can sleep?
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   Puppy training pads – is there a chance your pet could be incontinent for a while 
  after surgery.  If so you may want to prepare some pads to line the floor around 
  their bed or even on their bed.  

   Contact numbers – so we can reach you easily should we need to, and numbers of 
  anyone else we could talk to should you not be available. 

  Check with the hospital if your pet is on regular medication(s), and we shall let you 
  know if they should be given prior to surgery.

 The night before

No food or treats after midnight, however please check feeding instructions with the 
Veterinarian for small/toy breed dogs prior to a procedure. 
 

 They can have water up until admission for surgery.

 Don’t let your cat out, incase they do not come back by the next morning for surgery.

 Rabbits do not need to be fasted. They may eat until admission for surgery.

 The morning of the surgery

 Don’t forget, no breakfast this morning.
 

 Take your dogs for a walk and give them an opportunity to toilet.

 Admission is between 7.30 am and 8.30 am
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